Gleason grading of prostate carcinoma in needle biopsies vs. radical prostatectomy specimens.
The Gleason grading system for prostatic carcinoma is the dominant method used around the world in research and in daily practice. It is based on glandular architecture. The grading system should be applied to all prostatic tissue samples, including needle core biopsies and radical prostatectomy specimens. Its prognostic value was tested in a large population with long-term follow-up that included use of survival as an end point. The Gleason grading system shows a reasonable degree of correlation between biopsy and radical prostatectomy specimens. Several sources of discrepancy between these 2 types of specimen have been identified. Further educational endeavors are needed to arrive at a greater consensus and accuracy in the use of the Gleason system.